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	Happy New Year

As Class Captain for 2004, I would like to take this opportunity to thank DBSC, Tim and Gillian and all involved in making 2003 a super sailing year. With your help and those on the 2004 Committee we hope we will be able to provide all Sigma sailors with Safe Competitive racing.

It is imperative that we all attend the rules and training briefings being organised and that each Sigma is fully compliant (see Ian's inspection roster).

As always we recommend that all sailors consider wearing life jackets and that we remember to allow room and opportunity to all competing yachts to avoid some of the close calls and unfortunate expensive collisions of 2003. 

I wish to welcome the new Sigma Owners and Crew to the fleet and hope as in the past, that those with years of Sigma knowledge will pass on those helpful pointers and remember that we have acquired a proud attribute of being the fastest growing fleet sharing competitive racing within a very Friendly Membership      

Please don’t hesitate in contacting any committee member or myself at any time.

Wishing you all Fast Safe Sailing for 2004  

Joe McDonald  (blueperegrine@eircom.net )

The annual panic to get boats ready for the water is upon us once more as the lead in to what’s is going to be another very busy season.
The season which will see the Americans back to compete in the International Team Racing Event will begin as last year with a Tune-up Session where 
those who know how to make a Sigma 33 go fast will impart their secretes to those who don’t go quite as fast. Mid July will see the fleet go south to 
Cork to compete in the Sigma 33 European Championships incorporating the Class and Irish
Record Keeper.
International Team Racing

The International Team Racing event will be held on the 7th, 8th and 9th May, 12 Teams will compete, 3 from the US, 2 from England, 1 from Scotland and 2 from Dun Laoghaire. 

As last year this event cannot be run with out the full cooperation of all you Sigma owners who kindly agree to lend your boats. The program for the event will be similar to last year with the social events being spread between the RSt.GYC, NYC and RIYC.

Our thanks are due to Chubb Insurance  who have generously agreed to sponsor the event and provide the fleet with a set of Dacron no 2 Gennies to be used exclusively for this event. 
When the Irish Sigmas visited Newport to compete in the Patriots Cup all overseas competitors were accommodated in members of the local clubs houses, when the Americans visit us in May some of them would like to stay in Irish homes. The committee would like to hear from any owners who are willing and able to accommodate some of our American Friends please e-mail Gillian Fletcher at gfletch@gofree.indigo.ie  

Further details will be circulated in due course.

European Championships

Mid July will see the fleet head south to Crosshaven for the European, Class and Irish Championships. The RIYC have agreed to provide the Sigma 33 

Fleet with a separate race area, that is we will have 

no other fleets racing with us, provided that we can 

guarantee in excess of 46 boats on the Start Line, it is imperative that as many boats as possible get their entries in ASAP before the RIYC sends their brochures etc to print. Cork Week is always Great Craic!!!!!!

Date for you diary 10th to 16th July

Cork Week will be followed by the ICC 75th Anniversary Cruise 17th to 24th July starting in Crosshaven and finishing in Glengarriff.

Safety and Compliance Inspections

The tune up weekend is scheduled for the 17 April, and we intend using this day to do visual Safety and Compliance inspections of all boats. Should you not
day of the Tune-up 17th of April. 

Rules and Tactics Seminar
A Rules and Tactics seminar will take place in the RIYC on Thursday 1st. and Tuesday 6th. April, commencing 6.30pm and finishing close to 8.00pm. Sailing Supper will be available in the Club afterwards. 

The format will be the same as last year and cover pre-start, start and the windward leg to the first mark on the first evening, the second session will recap the approach to the windward mark and do the downwind leg and leeward mark to the finish.

Due to refurbishment work in the club 
numbers will be limited. We would therefore appreciate if anyone wishing to attend would book with the catering office in the RIYC and let them know if you will be staying for the lecture and supper.


Enjoy Your Sailing in 2004


	Championships. The East Coast Championships has been transferred to late August and will be incorporated in the Cruiser Challenge where we hope DBSC will give us a separate race area.

Fireseal Trophy

Traditionally this trophy has been awarded to the first boat overall in the DBSC Saturday Series. For 2004 the Committee propose that the criteria for the award of this trophy be changed so that boats that venture outside Dublin Bay to compete in different waters or who wish to go cruising will not be disadvantaged. This will ensure that the best all- round boat in the fleet will win this coveted trophy.

The criteria for the award of the Fireseal Trophy will be the boat with the lowest points having competed in the following races: 

1. All DBSC Saturday Races except for those on 8th, 15th  & 22nd May, 12th June, 10th & 17th July, 7th & 14th August, 4th September, Saturday of Cruise in Company (date to be advised)

2. All Royal Alfred YC Races

3. Baily Bowl

4. Lambay Race

5. All Dun Laoghaire Yacht Club Regattas

6. East Coast Championships

For those regattas where a series of races are sailed only the overall result will be counted.
There will be 4 discards available.

The Committee

John Martin (Scorcher) has stood down as Treasurer after three years at his post. Thanks Johnny for keeping us in the black. Patrick Cafferkey (White Mischief) has taken over the accounts from Johnny and Ian Downing has taken 

on the job of Safety Officer along side his duties as 
be partaking in the tuning session, please ensure that your boat has a representative present on the day. An inspection timetable will be drafted closer to the time.

Be aware that compliance with the Class Checklist is a prerequisite of DBSC and failure to return the completed form, signed by the designated inspector, to Ian Downing will result in no points being awarded until the situation is addressed.

The checklist is available on the class website (www.sigma33.net) please check your boat yourself to confirm that all is present and correct before the official inspection is carried out, this will save considerable time on the 17th of April. 

Cruise in Company

The committee’s thoughts for a cruise in company is to go to Ardglass on the Down coast, an overnight passage on a Friday evening returning on Sunday with a dinner on the Saturday evening. If we get a positive feed back from the fleet we will select a weekend in August when the tides are suitable.

FEED BACK PLEASE

gfletch@gofree.indigo.ie  
Christmas Charity Race

The Christmas Charity Race was a tremendous success with 12 Sigmas and 10 other boats taking part. A well-laid course saw the fleet set off to a weather mark and then leaving the Muglins and Turning Mark to starboard finishing off the Harbour entrance. Many thanks to Paul McCarthy for acting as Race Officer, Jim Dolan for manning Mac Lir and Jane Curtin for organising the whole event.

Now a well established event on the Dun Laoghaire Christmas Calendar raised €3200.00 for St Vincent
de Paul. If anyone has a favourite charity they would like to support next Christmas contact Jane Curtin at jcurtin@irishcancer.ie 

Rules of Racing

It is proposed to hold a lecture on the Rules of Racing in the RIYC in February or March, date to be confirmed. The first two DBSC Tuesdays are to be used to practice Starting and Mark Rounding techniques, we hope to have a couple of umpires on the water to comment on errors and breaches of rules. The fleet will be briefed in more detail on the 




